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fundamental job, and that is to protect the 
American people. 

No doubt in my mind, with your help, we 
will win. Thanks for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Silver 
Creek High School. In his remarks, he referred 
to Keta Sodrel, wife of Representative Mike 
Sodrel; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Usama bin Laden, leader, and Ayman Al- 
Zawahiri, senior associate, Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; former Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of 
North Korea. 

Remarks at Charleston Air Force 
Base, South Carolina 
October 28, 2006 

Thank you all very much. You know, I was 
in the neighborhood and thought I’d stop by 
to say hello here at Team Charleston. I am 
proud to be here with the men and women 
of the 437th and the 315th Air Wings. Yes— 
I’m proud to be with members of the United 
States Air Force and the United States 
Navy—proud to be with the rest of you, too. 
[Laughter] 

Laura sends her love, and she sends all 
her respect to those who support our mili-
tary. I’m proud to be here with the Governor 
of the great State of South Carolina, Gov-
ernor Mark Sanford, and his wife, Jenny, and 
their children. I thank Congressman Henry 
Brown for taking time out of a Saturday after-
noon to come and say hello to his buddy, 
the President of the United States. I thank 
Colonel Glen Joerger for his hospitality. I 
thank Colonel Tim Wrighton. I thank you all 
for giving me a chance to come and share 
some thoughts with you. 

The first thought I want to say is, I am 
proud to be the Commander in Chief of such 
a fine group of young men and women. We 
have an amazing nation when people say, ‘‘I 
want to volunteer to defend this country.’’ 
I am constantly amazed, enthralled, and 
buoyed by the fact that I’m the Commander 
in Chief of honorable, decent, courageous 
men and women. And I thank you for coming 
to say hello. 

I’m also proud to be here with our military 
families. I understand the sacrifices that you 

make on a daily basis for this country. So, 
as the President of the United States, I want 
to tell you plain and simple, the American 
people respect you; they appreciate you; and 
I’ll do everything in my power to make sure 
the families and those who wear the uniform 
have all the support necessary to win this war 
on terror. 

I’m impressed by the record of the folks 
here at Charleston Air Force Base. I’m im-
pressed by your accomplishments and what 
you’ve done on behalf of this grateful Nation. 
Since September the 11th, 2001, the folks 
who fly the airplanes, maintain the airplanes, 
and load the airplanes—and fill up the 
tires—[laughter]—have launched more than 
14,000 C–17 missions from here. You have 
airlifted more cargo to Operation Iraqi Free-
dom than any other unit in the United States. 
You are the only unit in the world tasked 
with providing strategic airlift to our Special 
Operation forces. 

The men and women here in Charleston 
have also done more than just provided sup-
ply to the war zones. You have provided hu-
manitarian aid that has saved countless lives. 
The folks here have airdropped 2.4 million 
rations of humanitarian aid to the people of 
Afghanistan at the start of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. You delivered 53,000 pounds 
of relief supplies to the tsunami victims in 
Indonesia. And after Hurricane Katrina, you 
delivered 2.5 million pounds of relief sup-
plies and evacuated 2,400 citizens from New 
Orleans. You have shown the great compas-
sion of the American people, and I thank you 
for your service. 

We are engaged in a global war on terror. 
After September the 11th, 2001, I vowed to 
the American people that I would use every-
thing at our disposal to do the number-one 
job of government, and that is to protect you 
from further attack. And I have been aided 
in protecting the American people by the 
fine United States military. 

We face an enemy that knows no bounds 
and no conscience. They’re ideologues, but 
their ideology is the exact opposite of ours. 
They kill innocent people to achieve their 
evil objectives. But make no mistake about 
it, they have objectives. They have clearly 
stated that they want to drive the United 
States from the world so they can establish 
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a caliphate, a governing organization, from 
Indonesia to Spain that would allow them to 
spread their ideology of hate, allow them to 
dominate a society in which people could not 
worship freely or speak freely, in which peo-
ple who did not adhere to their point of view 
would be punished. They seek safe haven 
from which to launch further attacks to 
achieve their objective. And their attacks 
would aim right here at the United States 
of America. 

I want you to think about a world in which 
rival forms of radicals competed for power 
in the Middle East to deny the hopes and 
aspirations of millions of people who simply 
want to live in peace. They would topple 
moderate governments. They would use oil 
as an economic weapon to bring the West 
to her knees. And to mix all that in with a 
country with a nuclear weapon, and 20 or 
30 years from now, if that were to happen, 
people would look back and say, ‘‘What hap-
pened to them in 2006? How come they 
couldn’t see the challenge? How come they 
couldn’t see the threats to a generation of 
Americans?’’ 

I’m proud to be with people who see the 
threats and know that the best way to protect 
the American people is to defeat the enemy 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that when this country sees a threat, we 
must deal with that threat before it fully ma-
terializes. If we see a threat, we must take 
care of that threat. Otherwise, that threat 
could come to haunt us, to destroy innocent 
life. I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. The 
world saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. Get-
ting rid of Saddam Hussein was the right de-
cision, and the world is better for it. 

And now you’re involved in this global war 
on terror, in the central front, which is Iraq. 
I know some in America don’t believe Iraq 
is the central front in the war on terror, and 
that’s fine. They can have that opinion. But 
Usama bin Laden knows it’s a central front 
in the war on terror. He has called Iraq the 
third world war. He has said of Iraq that he 
will lead to victory or glory or humiliation. 
We have made our decision. Iraq will lead 
to victory and glory for the United States, 

for the Iraqis, and for the moderates around 
the world. 

And it’s tough fighting, because the enemy 
understands the stakes of a free Iraq. It’s 
hard fighting, and we’ve got a lot of brave 
citizens of ours in the midst of the fight. But 
we have a plan for victory. We are in Iraq 
to help that young democracy fight off the 
radicals and the extremists. We’re in the fight 
in Iraq to make sure there is not a safe haven 
from which to launch further attacks on the 
United States. Our plan for victory says that 
we want an Iraq that can defend itself and 
govern itself and sustain itself. 

And we’ve got some great things going for 
us. We’ve got a military that is constantly ad-
justing to the enemy on the ground. We’ve 
got commanders who are wise and brave and 
are bringing justice to our enemies there in 
Iraq. And we’ve also got at our side brave 
Iraqis who have suffered unbelievable loss 
but yet still cling to the hope, as reflected 
in the voices and votes of 12 million people 
who defied the car bombers and the terror-
ists. They want to live in freedom. 

I believe in the universality of freedom. 
I believe in everybody’s soul is the desire to 
be free. It is in this country’s interests that 
we defeat the enemy in Iraq and help this 
young democracy survive. You see, this is a 
different kind of war. And make no mistake 
about it, if the United States of America were 
to leave before the job is done, the enemy 
will follow us here. And that is why we will 
support our military, and that is why we will 
fight in Iraq, and that is why we will win 
in Iraq. 

And I thank you for being a part of this 
noble and just and important cause. You’re 
fighting in a war that will set the course of 
a new century. The outcome will determine 
the destiny of millions across the world. The 
outcome of this fight will determine whether 
or not our children can grow up in the peace 
we want them to grow up in. Defeating the 
terrorists and the extremists is the challenge 
of our time and the calling of this generation. 
And like generations before us, we will do 
the hard work now, to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up in freedom and peace. 

The time of war is a time of sacrifice. I 
know the sacrifices you all make. But some 
have paid the ultimate price; really good men 
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and women have lost their lives in this strug-
gle. We will pray for their families. And I 
make them this pledge: We will honor their 
sacrifice by completing the mission, by de-
feating the terrorists, and by laying the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come. 

I can’t thank you enough for coming to 
say hello. May God bless you all, and may 
God continue to bless the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Col. Glen G. Joerger, 
commander, USAF, 437th Airlift Wing; Col. Tim-
othy J. Wrighton, USAF, commander, 315th Air-
lift Wing; former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq 
October 28, 2006 

We were pleased to continue our consulta-
tions today. Via secure video, we discussed 
a range of issues of great importance to our 
common mission in Iraq, including the devel-
opment of Iraqi security forces, efforts to 
promote reconciliation among all Iraqis, and 
the International Compact for Iraq and the 
economic reforms associated with it. As lead-
ers of two great countries, we are committed 
to the security and prosperity of a democratic 
Iraq and the global fight against terrorism 
which affects all our citizens. 

We have three common goals: accelerating 
the pace of training the Iraqi Security Force, 
Iraqi assumption of command and control 
over Iraqi forces, and transferring responsi-
bility for security to the Government of Iraq. 
We have formed a high-level working group 
including the Iraqi National Security Advisor, 
Minister of Defense, Minister of Interior, 
General Casey, and Ambassador Khalilzad to 
make recommendations on how these goals 
can be best achieved. This working group will 
supplement existing mechanisms to better 
define our security partnership and enhance 
our coordination. 

We are committed to the partnership our 
two countries and two governments have 
formed and will work in every way possible 

for a stable, democratic Iraq and for victory 
in the war on terror. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Notice—Continuation of National 
Emergency Regarding the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
October 27, 2006 

On November 14, 1994, by Executive 
Order 12938, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 
(weapons of mass destruction) and the means 
of delivering such weapons. On July 28, 1998, 
the President issued Executive Order 13094 
amending Executive Order 12938 to respond 
more effectively to the worldwide threat of 
weapons of mass destruction proliferation ac-
tivities. On June 28, 2005, I issued Executive 
Order 13382 that, inter alia, further amend-
ed Executive Order 12938 to improve our 
ability to combat proliferation. Because the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
and the means of delivering them continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States, the national 
emergency first declared on November 14, 
1994, must continue in effect beyond No-
vember 14, 2006. In accordance with section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 12938, as amended. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 27, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:12 p.m., October 30, 2006] 
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